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President’s Meage

President’s Message

What a fantastic fishing year we have had! I hope you were a participant in this 
unusual year of catching yellowtail, Bluefin, yellowfin and Wahoo.  I hope you 
were also a participant in the wonderful fishing and social activities that went on 
during the course of the year.  If you did not, you missed out on a lot of good times 
and you missed out on getting the full value of being a member of the Harbour 
Rod and Reel Club.

Here is a recap of the events that happened this year:

In January we had the installation brunch at Seacliff Country Club.  We had 
a wonderful buffet brunch and the event was highlighted by all of the winners of 
fishing trophies and flags.

In February we had a Trout Fishing Seminar which was followed by the Trout 
Fishing Event at Lake Irvine.

In March we had the Saltwater Bass Fishing seminar which was followed by the 
Bass O Thon Salt Water Fishing Event.

In April we had the local waters Fishing Event along with HHYC.

In May in conjunction with HHYC we had the Cinco De Mayo celebration. We 
had the Butts and Bagels Halibut Fishing Event and we had a booth at the 
HHYC Boat Show to solicit new members.

In June we had the Bass Fishing Seminar. We also had a sold out overnight 
fishing trip aboard the Toronado.
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In July we hosted the kid’s from Olive Crest on a fishing trip out of Dana Point. A wonderful 
event chaired by Past President Dan Ward and one of the ways HRRC gives back to the 
community. We also had the Long Range Fishing Seminar followed by the sold out 1.5 day 
fishing event aboard the American Angler out of San Diego.

In August we had the sold out fishing trip aboard the Triton.  Andrew Deal had lifetime firsts 
for dorado, Bluefin and yellowfin.

In September we had the MABT Tournament and the Up Against the Wall Fishing 
Tournament.

In October we had the New Member Social and the Kid’s Fishing Derby.

This month we had a fantastic History of Fishing Seminar by Ed Martin and the Fall Brunch 
Social and Casting Contest at HHYC.

On December 4th we had the HRRC Holiday Party at HHYC.  We have had over 90 members 
and their families attend the last couple of Holiday Parties. Yes, in addition to prime rib we  
also had another whole pig to enjoy and some special entertainment for your enjoyment.

And of course, we have had all of the Board Meetings along the way so that we could put on 
all of these great events. None of this could have happened without the dedicated efforts of all 
of the Board members and volunteers. So as we approach this season of giving thanks, I would 
like to thank all of the members of the Board and the volunteers for all you have done to make 
this Club what it is.

2015 was as I said, a fantastic fishing year (lobster season has been pretty awesome too) and I 
think 2016 will be equally as good.  So be prepared for a great slate of events for 2016, don’t 
forget to renew your membership for 2016 so that you can participate in all of the events.  Be 
sure to check the website hrrconline.com to see what is on the schedule.  As many of you also 
know, you can sign up for the various charters and pay online through our website.  This will 
also include the ability to pay your dues online.

My second term as being your President is coming to an end and I thank you all for the 
privilege of being your President.  Andrew Deal is next up as your President and I have no 
doubt that he and his Board will serve our Club well.  We are always looking for volunteers 
and it is my hope that in 2016, you seek ways that you can volunteer to help the Board run 
and make this Club the best it can be.

Happy Holidays to you all and as always, best fishes!

Jim Miller, President

President's Message, Continued



fishing flashes - 4

Kids like to catch fish. They don’t like to troll for hours. The best thing for kids is on the anchor, 
with a chum line going, engines off. It takes a derby of this kind to remind me what an amazing 
fishery we have in our backyards. Never have I seen fish crashing the surface as they were on the 
morning of Sunday October 25, 2015. In total seven kids from the HRRC joined in on the 2015 
Kids Fishing Derby that started bright and early with a red sunrise. 

Dennis and Isabel Deal and Shane Gill fished aboard Casey Berwick’s El Guapo. Blake Shuetleff 
and James Weber fished aboard Paul Haase's Sushi Grade, and Schaefer and Storm Anderson 
aboard Andrew Anderson’s inflatable skiff.  All teams found luck near the PCH bridge area on an 
incoming then outgoing tide throughout the day. Schools of sardines and mackerel swarmed the 
area in what looked more like a fish tank then a harbour. Schools of bait fish jumped from the 
water as we later learned were trying to escape the voracious bonita.

Starting off the day Isabel caught a couple of yellowfin croaker and Dennis, Shane, and Isabel got 
to learn why the fish are croakers. Soon after that the mackerel bite was wide open with all kids 
catching fish while Trevor and I fought tangles.  On the Sushi Grade James and Blake were 
catching fish, with cheers when a large bass was brought on board.  Back on the El Guapo Shane 
was fighting a fish that doubled the rod over twice as much as the mackerel, and turned out to be 
a nice 2-3 lb bonita.  

We met back up at the HHYC and Dean had set up the grill and tables and provided drinks, 
salads, and snacks. Paul Haase took over the grill to cook up some of the best burgers I have ever 
had courtesy of the Beef Palace.

After lunch Casey hosted the awards ceremony and four rods donated by Big Fish Tackle, with 
four reels donated by Harbour Rod and Reel Club along with assorted plastic lures, stickers, T- 
Shirts from Mako Matts were split so that each child left with some good prizes. First, Second, 
and Third place received trophies that Marilyn Henson had made for the event.

Using one of her prizes from the derby, Storm Anderson caught a halibut at their dock.

Special thanks for all the sponsors of the event including Huntington Harbour Yacht Club, Big 
Fish Bait and Tackle, Beef Palace, Mako Matts, and Charkbait.

Special thanks to volunteers that helped this event happen, Dean Oliver, Casey Berwick, D 
Summers, Matt Crochet, Marilyn Henson, Paul Haase. 

Final Standings (Points)
Shane Gill (32), Dennis Deal (30), Isabel Deal (26), Blake Shurtleff (20), James Webber (18), 
Schaefer Anderson (2), Storm Anderson (2)

Kid's Fishing Derby by Andrew Deal
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Kids Fishing Derby
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Fishing With Cub Scouts

The Scouts from Pack 227 just recently finished up with their annual popcorn sales to 
raise funds for the Scouting programs. Thank you to those of you who purchased 
popcorn from our son, Dennis. As a reward for the highest popcorn sales, a Pack 
Member offered to take the boys out on his boat for a day of fishing and fun. Dennis 
was able to participate in the event as he was in the top 8 for highest popcorn sales 
from his pack. Here are some photos from the scouts' day out on the ocean.

by Heidi Deal
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Club Hook Ups 

Dave and Jose with their 
catch off Catalina

Lobster catch by Jim Miller and Friends

Scot Campbell with 
friends and family 

showing off with their fish 
from SoCal waters
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The Martins get some 
great shots while out 

Marlin fishing

Another great seminar. This time on the history of Angling! 
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HRRC 2015 Leader Board
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Happy 
Holidays!
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