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Dear members, 

I was excited and honored to be the Club President for 2020! My goal was to continue where 
our past presidents left off and make the Harbor Rod and Reel Club thrive in membership and 
activities. 

Then, Covid-19 threw a big wrench in our motor. We are still struggling to have a place to do 
seminars and we had to cancel some fishing events. Like everyone else, we have to deal with 
the situation as best we can.  

In 2020 our seminar schedule was to be filled with excellent topics and speakers. Paul Haase 
has been very active finding the best in the industry to fill the Yacht Club every third Thursday 
of the month. The last seminar we had had the largest attendance in recent memory of close 
to 75 people. Although we had to cancel several seminars, I’m happy to report that we will 
have one on August 20th at the yacht club outside taking all safety precautions. The topic is 
Deep Dropping for Swordfish. 

Again this year we had an excellent series of tournaments. We did have a couple during the 
lockdown with self-distancing in mind. The Kid’s derby was very successful and we had 10 
kids compete this year. Vivian Young caught 45 fish to blow away the field! We are also close 
to our highlight tournament, the 2nd annual Clay Woolsey Memorial which is a 2 day offshore 
tournament targeting all leaderboard species. At the time of this writing, we have 16 boats 
entered. I encourage all members to participate in the HRRC tournaments. Our club is kid 
friendly and we always have top of the line prizes for all winners. We are also in talks with 
other clubs to have club vs. club tournaments next year. 

Remember to report all your great catches throughout the year on a weight slip for the lead-
erboard. Download the slip from the website, fill it out and get it to our trophy chairperson 
within 15 days from the catch to qualify. The installation and awards brunch in January is a 
great time and I look forward to handing all you winners a beautiful trophy.  

Lastly, I want to express our need for members. Please take the time to share information 
about the club with all your fishing and boating friends. Our goal this year is a 25% increase in 
membership and I feel that can 
be easily reached with your 
help. 

I look forward to fishing with all 
of you! 

Mark Mettler 
HRRC President 

Kids Fishing  

Awards  
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 By Bob Hetzler 

H arbour Ocean Preservation 
Enhancement  (HOPE) a 501c3 
company , operates the white 
seas bass grow out pen located 
off Warner Avenue behind the 
Huntington Beach fire station. 
HOPE was formed in 1995 
through joint sponsorship of Har-
bour Rod & Reel Club, Hunting-
ton Harbour Anglers (later 
changed to Anglers of Hunting-
ton Harbour) and the Bolsa Chica 
Foundation (funding the Bolsa 

Chica Conservancy).  The purpose of HOPE was to rebuild the depleted sea bass population by raising baby 
fingerlings sea bass to a larger size for release back into the wild.  There are eleven grow out pens located 
along the California coast from the Channel Islands Marina to San Diego including Catalina Island.  

HOPE was formed in 1995, the grow out pen was built and received the first batch of baby sea bass in 1996.  
The pen was built from donated materials and funds and put together by volunteers from the above sup-
porting groups.  The pen is operated entirely by volunteers and do-
nated funds.  HOPE receives the baby sea bass from a hatchery locat-
ed in Carlsbad.  The fish are delivered by trucks with trailers and hand 
delivered to the pen in large buckets.  The fish are kept in the pen 
three to four months where they grow to ten to twelve inches in 
length and put on about five hundred percent in weight from their 
received weight.  The fish are fed from an automated feeder that dis-
perses food five times a day continually until released.  Each fish is 
tagged with a metal wire inserted in the fish’s cheek.  The tags re-
turned from the fish heads when caught provides information on 
when the fish was born, the fish size and pen the fish were delivered 
to and the size and date the fish were released.  From this data, the 
scientists can determine the catch date and location of catch from 
the fishermen.  From this data they can determine the length of time 
the fish has been released from the pen, the growth amount and the 
distance the fish migrated from the pen. 

The HOPE pen received 1418 baby sea bass on March 4, 2020, culminating twenty-five years of operation with 
over 50,000 fish received during this twenty-five year period.  HOPE has been very successful with many re-
leased fish caught over the years.  HOPE grown fish have been caught at San Clemente Island, Catalina Island, 
Santa Cruz island and off Ventura.  The caught fish have been free from 4.5 to 9.2 years and have grown from 
7.4 to 32.7 pounds.  It is very rewarding to the volunteers to watch the fish grow and see them swim away 
from the pen, sometimes forcedly.  After all, who wants to leave a good source of free food.   

 

WSB caught by HRRC past President 

and HOPE volunteer  Paul Haase 
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         By Rob Webster 

I ’d been watching the bluefin counts and hoping they’d move up the line 
but I finally lost patience.  I decided that I’d take my 40’ Cabo, Magellan, 
and go the distance to find them.  My best fishing buddy, Curtis Woolsey, 
had to cancel at the last minute, so it was just me along with another long-
time fishing buddy, Ned Washburn, and Ned’s 15 year old son, Lor-
en.  Loren is a rapidly developing angler and waterman who is already 
better crew than most guys I know. 
 
I had worked the preceding two days 
before departure to catch a tank of 
mackerel and I also had several frozen 
large sized flying fish.  Of course, I also 

had two tanks of helium, plenty of 36” balloons and every brand of fish-
ing kite known to man.  Over the past few years, me and my crew have 
worked hard to stay on top of the latest techniques to catch these bigger 
bluefin.  Our best trip on Magellan last year, also with Ned and Loren on 
board, produced three fish weighing 291 lbs., 90 lbs. and 85 lbs. 
 
We departed HH on Thursday afternoon, picked up some good cured sar-
dines from Nacho and I headed to Mission Bay to take on some more fuel 
and rest up before departing further south.  However, I got a sat phone 
call from a friend who had seen a large volume of fish below the 181 so I 
diverted there and worked that sector for about 4 hours.  The fish had 
gone down and I was already committed to going south so I turned back 
into Mission Bay and picked up some fuel just before the 9 pm closing at 
Dana Landing. 
 
After a couple of hours of rest in the anchorage, I pulled the hook and 
started a slow run down to some numbers above the 371.  I got another 
hour of sleep before sun-up while drifting and then I started looking hard while working down the line all 
morning.  We saw no meter marks of tuna or any breezers, foamers etc. until we got down about 125nm be-
low HH on the Lower Hidden Bank off of Ensenada in the early afternoon.  We finally saw a nice school of 
“shiners” made up of smaller fish. 
 
A buddy who was about 4 miles below us at that point also saw some fish, got his kite up and had a bite.  So 
we worked a bit closer to him, set up about a mile above him, got the kite (with the normal helium balloon 
rigging) up and had our first bite on a dangling frozen flyer in about 3 minutes.  That one did not stick but we 
got bit almost immediately on the next bait.  Loren was up to angle and I made the poor kid dead-boat his 
fish as I also had a helium balloon rig with a dangling mackerel off the bow which I did not want to pull 
in.  Loren put the wood to that fish though and, after about 20 minute fight, Ned and I sunk gaffs into a nice 
135 pounder.  (cont) 

Rob Webster battling a 119 lb bluefin 

on Tuna Club specified 80 lb dacron 

Victorious Rob Webster earns his 

button 
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I told Ned to get his rig ready for the kite but he pulled a mutiny and handed 
me my 80# dacron rod and said “I’m not fishing until you get your Tuna Club 
Green Button fish.”  Ned knew I’d been hunting for that button and graciously 
pushed me to do something I almost never do, catch fish on my own boat.  I 
normally focus on my guests catching...and Curtis Woolsey is always all too 
happy to do most of our catching LOL 

I got a bite in short order.  Loren ran the boat for me and Ned gaffed by 119 lb 
bluefin in 15 minutes.  Finally, my green button for the Tuna Club! 

It was then Ned’s turn and he was also quickly bit.  After another 20 minute 
fight, Loren gaffed his father’s 125 lb tuna! 

At that point, I was pretty much out of room to store the fish.  Fortunately, I 
have an ice chipper on board which was working overtime.  We had bled all 3 

fish and iced them quickly.  We gutted and gilled Loren and Ned’s fish as we did not need to officially weigh 
those and we try to keep all the fish “sushi-grade. 

After a long ride up to Oceanside, we got a few hours of sleep on anchor be-
fore heading up Saturday morning to Newport to officially weigh my button 
fish at the Balboa Angling Club.  Then, we headed home to HH while Ned and 
Loren processed all that beautiful tuna. 

We always want to be respectful of our catch so the next week was spent pre-
serving the catch on ice and getting tuna loin and toro out to 28 different fami-
lies so they could enjoy fresh bluefin.  I hate freezing it as it is so much better 
fresh.  Julie loves tuna and we 
ate for 5 days straight.  I even 
had about 15 lbs left to freeze 
for future canning. 

It was a tremendous trip.  For 
those that have not had the 

chance to watch a big bluefin bite a kite-dangled flying fish, it is 
about the most exciting thing you will ever see.  They look like 
a compact car coming out of the water and they leave a hole in 
the water like a jacuzzi!  Everyone starts screaming as the line 
pops out of the kite clip and the angler starts reeling in slack 
like madman.  When the line finally comes tight and starts rip-
ping off the reel, you feel like you’ve won the lottery. 

What a blessing to have these amazing big bluefin in our fish-
ery.  I hope some of our other club members can get out and 
fish them.  They are moving up into US waters as 
we speak.  I’m happy to share techniques with 
those that are interested. 
 

Ned and  Loren  Washburn with Rob Webster, weighting in  Rob’s 

bluefin 

Magellan and Captain Rob with 

“Green Button” bluefin   

Captain Rob and the catch 
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Jim Miller, Warren Jackson and Paul Haase 

By Paul Haase 

O ur Fishing/Hooping trip on Jim & Norma Miller’s SEA P. A. on Saturday September 28 was an in-

teresting trip to say the least.  We left the dock midmorning heading for the bait barge.  Bait tank 

pump wasn’t working so thanks to some preplanning by Jim and Warren we had some frozen squid for 

bait. 

We made way for Catalina Island.  Just before we arrived, some engine issues caused us to slow down 

and contemplate turning back or pushing on.  We all decided that the fish and bugs were waiting so 

we continued on.   

We fished the front side for a few hours with each of us 

putting some fish on the boat.  It wasn’t wide open, and 

we had the current fighting the wind, so drifting was 

tougher than usual.   It did give us a chance to scope out the 

area in daylight before we began to set the hoops.  I caught, 

photographed and release a nearly 5 lb. calico caught on a 1.5 

oz Hook Up Bait.   

About an hour before dark, we started setting the hoops.  10 

hoops set in approx. 90 min time, not bad. 

We reversed our course to net 1, and started hauling the 

hoops and bugs on board.  We had our limit by 9 PM and had 

to recover another 5 hoops before leaving the island.  We 

threw back over 20 shorts and 10 keepers, as we had limited out.  We lost two hoops to the current, 

but one was recovered by an-

other boat and Jim will be 

getting it back this week.  It is a 

great idea to have your con-

tact number on the float.  We 

used a mix of salmon 

heads, chopped up bonito, sar-

dines and other frozen bait to 

get the bugs in the nets.  We 

had to return on one en- gine 

with 8 knots being our top 

speed.  This and calm seas 

made for a smooth ride 

home.   

Lobster Opener - Limits!  

Jim Miller  on his boat Sea P.A.  

working the spotlight 

Warren Jackson measuring the 

take 

Paul Haase and his little  friends 
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Local Fishing on the Freedom Boat club “Angler Chronicles 

Sled” (AC Sled)  

By Paul Haase 

On Tuesday 1/7/20 I was invited to fish on the 24 ft AC Sled 

with Sergio, CEO of the Angler Chronicles, John San Tangelo 

and Mike Roucco.  He loaded up with fresh squid at the bait 

barge, and headed out to our Halibut spot.  The Halibut sit 

along the various channel drop offs, looking for bait to feast 

on.  Today however, they weren’t taking our squid. 

We changed the game plan and headed in for the area off 

Huntington beach known as Izor’s reef.  This is a series of arti-

ficial reefs that hold sand bass, calico bass, barracuda, sculpin, 

white sea bass, halibut and sometimes yellowtail. 

After 30 minutes fishing for the bass and landing a few keep-

ers, Sergio sent a large bucktail with a stinger hook, and two 

live squid down to the reef.  We all were getting the usual 

small bass biting our squid, when Sergio hooked something 

pretty big, but it seemed that the “Big Fish” might have run 

into the reef or that he was no stuck on the bottom.  Then 

something cool happened.  The bottom started to move away from the boat!  Sergio and I thought he may 

have hooked a black sea bass or maybe a large white sea bass.  Sergio fought the fish for 20 or so minutes, 

then he handed off to me. I was pulling on it for a while then passed back to Sergio and so this continued 

for almost 1 hour.  Oh, I forgot to mention 

that the gear Sergio was using was a bass 

rod made by Fishing Syndicate Custom 

Fishing  Rods, La Habra, CA, with a Shima-

no Calcutta 300 level wind reel and 40lb 

test line!  After approximately 45 minutes, 

we were able to get the fish close to gaff, 

when we saw that the fish, we were 

fighting was not a bsb or wsb, but a 

thresher shark, and a very big one.  With 

Sergio pulling the fish close to gaff, I took 

a swing at the fishes’ head, but I didn’t get 

the gaff hook in the fish.   (cont) 

Paul, Sergio , John and Mike on the 

24 ft  “AC Sled “ 

Paul and Sergio with the  110 lb. 

Thresher landed at Izor’s Reef 
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 The shark then made a long run, ripping line off the reel, close to the bottom of the spool. 

We took turns pulling on the fish for another 45 

minutes, with Mike joining the three-man team.  Team-

ing up between winding on the fish, driving the boat and 

spotting the line for the captain, we were able to get 

another shot at the shark with the gaff.  This time I 

struck the fish in the gills and the shark went crazy, 

bending the gaff hook, perpendicular to the shaft. He 

took off again, but this time he was bleeding and we be-

gan to feel the tide had turned.  After another 156 

minutes or so, we were close to the fish again.  John and 

Mike were setting up tail ropes, using the bow and stern 

mooring lines.   

With Sergio on the rod and me wielding the damaged 

gaff, we stuck the fish in the head.  I held the fish against 

the boat, Sergio and Mike tail wrapped the shark with 

two lines and we sat there waiting for the fish to bleed 

out!  

It 

took all four of us to safely get the fish on the boat.   

The fish weight was 110 lbs., after bleed out and gilling.  

The body was 6 ft long and the tail was just short of 6 ft.  

We then hand assistance from Curtis Woolsey, on how 

to clean and steak out the monster for eating purposes. 

Lessons learned: 

• 1 gaff is not enough for local fishing. 

• Bass rods and reels are not the best gear for big 

sharks. 

• Good Team work and communications gives you an 

advantage over the fish. 

• Tying good knots on fresh line, will help win, what 

seems to be an impossible battle with a big fish.    

• Be prepared for anything. 

I want to thank Sergio for sharing the battle with the 

four of us.  This is a fish trip I will never forget! 

Who is going to steak it out? 

Call Curtis! 

The thesher bit that? 

Yep! 
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George Fee’s Butts & Bagels winning 

calico bass 

Kristy O’brien and a nice Catalina 

yellowtail 

Brendan O’brien and a harbor 

sandbass 

Ed Martin’s 6 marlin day with 

Smithy’s Charter  Buddina, 

Queensland, Australia.  

Nark and Cole Mettler an a nice 

yellowfin tuna. 

Curtis Woolsey, Don Butts and Jeff 

Tom  with  San Clemente Island 

bluefin  

Rob Henson 125 lp Bluefin caught 

on Royal Polaris 

Brad Young and a big 

yellowtail 

Paul Haase  and a 20 lb Santa 

Barbara Island halibut 
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   Barracuda  8 lb.    

Date Angler A/Jr. Test Weight(lb) Basis Total Points 

7/19 Paul Haase A 20 2.75 0.40 1.10 

  Bonita  8 lb.    

Date Angler A/Jr. Test Weight(lb) Basis Total Points 

5/17 Kristy O'Brien A 20 3.63 0.40 1.45 

6/11 Paul Haase A 15 2.50 0.53 1.33 

6/15 Mark Mettler A 40 12.13 0.53 2.43 

  Calico Bass  12 lb. * Min. fish weight - 5 lb 

Date Angler A/Jr. Test Weight(lb) Basis Total Points 

5/17 Brendan O'Brien Jr. 10 1.50 1.20 1.80 

6/20 Rick Evans A 4 1.65 0.00 0* 

7/17 Cole Mettler Jr. 12 2.25 1.00 2.25 

7/21 Maria Antos A 10 6.06 1.20 7.27 

8/5 Brad Young A 15 6.38 0.80 5.10 

Halibut  12 lb. 

Date Angler A/Jr. Test Weight(lb) Basis Total Points 

7/5 Paul Haase A 25 6.88 0.48 3.30 

Sand Bass    8 lb. 

Date Angler A/Jr. Test Weight(lb) Basis Total Points 

1/7 Paul Haase A 20 3.44 0.40 1.38 

2/23 Brendan O'Brien Jr. 15 1.30 0.53 0.69 

2/23 Kristy O'Brien A 15 1.50 0.53 0.80 

7/21 Maria Antos A 15 6.31 0.53 3.34 

   Trout     

Date Angler A/Jr. Test Weight(lb) Basis Total Points 

1/1 Paul Haase A na 3.81 1.00 3.81 

6/13 Rob Henson A na 2.69 1.00 2.69 

First Flag: Magellan   Min. fish weight - 10 lb         Tuna  20 lb.  

Date Angler A/Jr. Test Weight(lb) Basis Total Points 

7/26 Rob Webster A 30 215.00 0.67 144.05 

7/28 Rob Henson A 30 75.00 0.67 50.25 

           Yellowtail  20 lb. 

Date Angler A/Jr. Test Weight(lb) Basis Total Points 

6/20 Kristy O'Brien A 30 26.50 0.67 17.76 

6/24 Paul Haase A 30 16.88 0.67 11.31 

8/18 Rob Henson A 30 29.85 0.67 20.00 
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